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Work In Sanity
Title: Work In Sanity
Director: Chad & Cecilia Rinn

Running Time: 83 minutes
Language: English

Format: NTSC, Mini DV

Completed: July 2008
Tag Line: 

Work In Sanity: Telemarketers need love, too.
1 line synopsis:
While working as a telemarketer, Allen writes stories about addiction and alienation that are inspired by his work phone calls and interactions with his co-workers.
3 line synopsis:
Allen finds himself working as a telemarketer and his only hope of keeping his sanity is to squeeze in some kind of creative outlet by drawing and writing short stories between t his phone calls. The stories are his only life line in an atmosphere of security cameras, disgruntled co-workers, and endless rejection over the phone. Populating his stories with alternate versions of his co-workers and himself, he explores the prevalence of addiction and alienation in corporate America.

125 word synopsis:

Allen finds himself working as a telemarketer and his only hope of keeping his sanity is to squeeze in some kind of creative outlet. Through drawings and short stories we learn about the inner workings of his mind. In an atmosphere of security cameras, disgruntled co-workers, and endless rejection over the phone, Allen’s stories reflect the addiction and alienation so prevalent in corporate America. 


As his co-workers reveal more and more of themselves to him, Allen weaves elements of them into his stories, searching for some kind of higher truth that will make sense out of why he is there.  Populating his stories with alternate versions of his co-workers and himself, he sees his situation in a new light.
250 word synopsis: 
The main character of Work in Sanity, Allen, finds himself working as a telemarketer and his only hope of keeping his sanity is to squeeze some kind of creative outlet into his daily routine. Through drawings and short stories we learn about the inner workings of his mind. In an atmosphere of security cameras, disgruntled co-workers, and endless rejection over the phone, Allen explores the prevalence of addiction and alienation in corporate America.

As his co-workers reveal more and more of themselves to him, Allen weaves elements of them into his stories, searching for some kind of higher truth that will make sense out of why he is there.  Populating his stories with alternate versions of his co-workers and himself, He begins to get hints of a higher truth.

In the first short story he begins to write, he recalls the self destructive and belligerent behavior of his childhood friend’s family and sees similarities to the way his co-workers behave.
In another short story, Allen tries to find the value of what he’s doing in life, as his fictional counterpart meets a superhero in a convenience store.  If a superhero can have doubts about his purpose, then a telemarketer is sure to have doubts, as well.
Allen re-imagines the relationships between himself and two of his co-workers in another story, attempting to make sense of addiction and its different effects on their lives.
In the final short story, anticipating his departure from his job, Allen tells the story of a man who leaves his wife and kids for a typewriter.

In the end, it is his fiction that gets him closer to the truth.

Director’s Statement:
In 2002 I participated in the i48, Idaho’s 48 hour movie making contest.  It was thrilling to see what came out of such a short, rushed period of time.  I wondered how much that sense of urgency added to the creative process.  It’s that urgency that I tried to bring to “Work in Sanity.”  That may sound absurd to say that about a movie that has been 6 years in the making, but each segment was made in short bursts of urgency between the obligations of other projects.  Not all of them were made in a mere 48 hours, but they were all shot and edited in quick, frantic bursts of activity.  The writing took on a different work-flow, but was still done in a short period of time.  Each short story, like the stories in the movie, were written between phone calls, when I worked as a telemarketer in 1999, and then later adapted into scripts, with the help of Thomas Brown.

Many of the locations were the actual work places of myself and other family members, sometimes filmed by sneaking in after hours, sometimes shot on the sly during work hours.

Completing this project has been an emotional journey, as I try to make peace with the ways that I have integrated my creative life into my “day job” life.  Already the relationship between my creative projects and my practical employment has changed drastically since I began work on “Work In Sanity”.
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Production Anecdote story:

Neem, Robert McMinn’s chicken, who played supporting roles in two of the short stories, became a beloved member of the family of actors and crew members, and was sometimes on set during scenes she wasn’t acting in.  On one such occasions, Neem was around during a location shoot at a trailer park in Boise. It’s unclear whether chicken’s represent a significant crime problem in Boise, or whether it was a slow day for law enforcement officers in Boise, but two police squad cars and a sheriff responded to reports of a suspicious man in an SUV with a chicken.

Also unclear is whether the officers left because it quickly became obvious that Neem was not a part of any nefarious avian plot to commit heinous crimes, or if it was Robert McMinn’s encyclopedic knowledge of chickens that he was enthusiastically sharing with the peace officers that scared them away.
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Crew
Chad Rinn, Director, Writer, Director of Photgraphy, Editor-
Chad has eight years experience making independent films, and  has been a published writer since 1995.  His stories have appeared in several publications such as FASTER than SHEEP and Equilibrium.   He wrote, produced, edited and co-directed his first feature length film “Half Ass Jig” in 2000, which was based on his first novel, and he later adapted it to a comic strip that ran in the Boise Weekly. After being the director of photography on Cecilia’s award-winning shorts “Full Circle” and “Fire & isis”, Chad also filmed and edited BELLY a feature length documentary about bellydancers. 

Cecilia Rinn, Producer, Co-Director, Assistant Editor–

Cecilia is a filmmaker, artist, professional seamstress and costume designer with Full Tilt Boogie L.L.C.  She has also been a professional belly-dancer for over 10 years. Cecilia produced Half Ass Jig, a feature length film that has been re-edited into a 6 episode TV series, a series of “Work in Sanity” short films, all of which have screened at the Idaho International Film Festival, and A.C.T. a promotional documentary for The After School Children’s Theater.  Cecilia has also directed and produced, BELLY a feature length documentary, and three short dance documentaries, “Spiral”, “Fire & Isis” and “Full Circle”, two of which have won awards.  Cecilia is also an artist who has designed and created promotional items, for films, costumes, clothing, comic books, and dance. 

Chad & Cecilia Rinn both live in Boise, Idaho with their two adult sons, Jacob and Joe, their two dogs, Pink and Zoe, and their turtle, Bob.

Thomas Brown, Associate Producer, Writer , Production Sound Mixer and Lighting Designer/ Technician -

Thomas Brown lives in Washington D.C. where his vocation is broadcasting and his primary avocation is micro budget digital cinematography. He has worn a number of hats on a handful of feature length movies and short subjects including "White Devil", an adaptation of the classic play by John Webster, which he photographed and directed.

Thomas lives with his wife Amy, the rabbit Harold, and a peculiarly reclusive guinea pig named Ruth.
Lynzsea Sky Williams, Assistant Director, Production Assistant – 

Lynzsea Sky Williams first started working in film in 2000 while she was a freshmen at Kimberly High School.   She completed her first short/PSA on recycling entitled 'The Breath of Nature' for a scholarship to the Art Institute of Seattle in 2003. In the summer of 2005, she was hired by Evil Wine Films as an assistant director, script supervisor, and producer on the full-length feature film 'The Seven Sins of Daniel Tucker.'   She is a member of Dead Eight Productions and Reel Women of the West.    
Dennis Carr, Audio Post Production–
Audio Editor Dennis Lee Carr enjoys taking sad sounds and making them better.  In fact, he wants to make the world a safer place for your ears - by employing a very dangerous combination of musical and electrical skills.  When he’s not busy splicing magnetic audiotape to live power lines, Dennis likes to shred black diamonds with his snowboard in the mountains of New Mexico.  “Work In Sanity” is his third full-length feature film project in audio post-production.  
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Cast:

Robert McMinn: 

Robert's projects range from running for elected political office in 2002 to hosting the Northwest Animal Companions "Pet-of-the-Week" segment on KBCI's morning show alternate Tuesdays.  His original song "Supernova," on which he performs vocals and electric bouzouki, is available on the "Idaho Greentracks" compilation CD.  He and fellow members of the Sagebrush Players Collective collaboratively write, perform and produce the Boise Community Radio Project's "Sagebrush Variety Show," which includes the serial comedy-drama "Ukiah Digby for Coroner."  Robert also starred in Full Tilt Boogie’s short films “Triple “U”” and “Thai  Chicken”.
Jacob Rinn: 

Jacob has acted in the feature films “Half Ass Jig”, “Pizza Man Vs The Dude” and, “Le Divan Vert”, Jacob has also played roles in the short films “Gray: The assassins of Logos” and, “Breaking Cycles”, which premiered at the 2004 Idaho international Film Festival.  Jacob was the principle still photographer on Full Tilt Boogie’s feature documentary “BELLY”. Jacob has also worked as a production assistant and assistant director on many productions. Jacob is currently working on the zombie script.

Gavin Johnson: 

Gavin has been into doing make-up special effects since the age of 13, and acting since the age of 15.  He has been in 5 film projects to date, done special effects for four of those.   As well he has been in over 40 stage productions at the high school, and college levels.   He has taken film courses in 3-D graphic design, creature make-up, accents, directing, and stage presence.   His biggest influences include: Lloyd Kaufman, George Romero, Akira Kurosawa, and Tom Savini

Itheyla: 

Itheyla is a co-creator, instructor, and choreographer of Cairo Fusion, a local Bellydance fusion group in Boise, Idaho. She has an extensive background in gymnastics, which she skillfully incorporates in her dancing. Along with her many performances at festivals, Arabic weddings, and local events, Itheyla has occasionally added grace and beauty to the fabulous Brothers of the Baladi of Portland, OR, and Nada Brahma of Boise, ID.  “Captain Cannibal is Itheyla’s acting debut.

Neem: 

Neem is a 2-year old bantam cochin hen who lives in South Boise where she helps maintain an organic garden by eating bugs and providing fertilizer. She and her coopmate Quincy frequently take their bug-eating and fertilizing services "on the road" to the gardens of friends and neighbors.   
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Cast

Robert McMinn-------------------------Allen, Charles, Cary, Chris
Jacob Rinn----------------Johnny, Convenience Store Clerk, Ryan
Cary White------------------------------------------------Lou, Spencer
Erin Van Engelen------------------------------------------------Laura

Itheyla Post------------------------------------Jill, Stacy, Jungle Girl
Gavin Johnson---------------------------------------Captain Cannibal
Chad Rinn--------------------------------------James, Abusive Father

Cecilia Rinn----------Young Gramma Mac, Trailer Park Mom, CJ

Joe Rinn----------------------------------------------------Young Allen

Ken Mackie------------------------------------Fictional Telemarketer

Chemina Cole---------------------------------------------------Rebecca
Andrew Ellis----------------------------------------------------------Don

Fred Scott-------------------------------------------------Johnny’s Dad

Marissa Taylor------------------------------------------Fictional Wife

Jay Franklin-----------------------------Convenience Store Guy, Jay

Ben Lolley-----------------------------------------------Fictional Boss
Dan Epp--------------------------------------------------Yard Sale Guy

Aidan Williams----------------------------------------Trailer Park Son

Conner Williams--------------------------------------Fictional Son #1

Zephyr Barnes------------------------------------------Fictional Son #2

Neem---------------------------------------------------------------Herself

Special Thanks

Tom Brown & Amy Garrett

Drew Wattles

Molly & Ken Reed
27th Street Market

Chris Breshears

Golden Phoenix
Marissa Taylor

Michael & Catherine Rinn

Robert & Monica Taylor

Music

“Practice Room”
Written and performed by Sandy Erikson

“High School” 

Written and performed by The Treatment
“Habitual”

Written and performed by VOMF
“Still Alone, Still Alive”

Written and performed by Pusher
“Salvation Blvd”

“Blues #33”

Written and performed by Flies on Fire
“Monster Dude”

“Eaten Or Replanted”

“Spy Theme II”

“Pooley Rah”

“Call Of The Lama”

“Coner Store”

“Nothing Nowhere”

Written and performed by Lowbelly
“Gun”

Written and performed by Evergreen
“Garbage Fan’

“pickup”

“Strangrous”

Written and performed by Erik Messal

“2am”

Chakra Mission

“Waltzicine”

“dress”

“Ginastra”

“Theme from the 3rd Movement of a Sinister Thrift Store”

Written and performed by: Vivisection Syndicate
Copy Right 2008 Full Tilt Boogie L.L.C

www.ftbproductions.com
Transcend Human Consensus Reality
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